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repemtance find out and bewail fin deſervang , and faith 
— l — benefit — 2 F 

Oh divine grace of faith, many daughters have done 
worthily, but thou ſurmounteſt them all; thou 
lareſt our actions, and moderateſt our paſſions, t 
tcacheſt us how to enjoy, and upplycſ us in x har wee 
want ; by thee wee finde the ſweerneſſe of a Cod in 
the creature-comforts we have, and the ſweetneſſe of 
thoſe comforts we loſe ina God, ' | 

And now worthy Sir, what fitter connſell could 1 = 
ſcribe you then this of Faith * what fuller ex. 
faiths energie could I ſet before you then that of A- 
braham, who by farth = wp that Iſaac to God , mem 

1 


God had conferr'd on him in love. The picture of thit 
believing Patriark offering ap his obediems have 
heated inthe mg Sermon. 


Let Abrahains ſteps be your walk, and hi boſame ſhall 
be your re — — of Faith,and 
you ſhall be an herre together with him in the grace of life, 
whech ul the prayer of him who i 
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Your devoted ſervant in all Chriſtian 
and Miniſteriall offices, 


Nartua, HARD. 
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On the death of M fer ohn Ruſhour, 
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flew all theſeꝰ was Nimbr's fonne's demand 
When's will was done by Samarid's band, 
When heads were heapt, and Nobles (by the rude) 
Were made the many- headed multitude : 

When ſlain Toxch, and Beawty were heap'd on high, 

Virtue and Stren b pil'd with Nobiliry, 

Whoſlew all theſe? each teat now ſeems toſay, 
The mourner drops by this fad heap ofclay. 
Nor doe they lokeciſe, for in ſonne 
There's a heap d funeral, he be but one. W 


Logick is out, it's this, 
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Nor one of theſs, but compleat a man. 
The teats that from his eyes doe nun, | 
— — not for Ones © | | " 


When he laments his 

Doth he not Weep for Be, 
He mourns and praiſes his obedient Fill 
'Tis for —— diſtil. 
W ben herecounts the Wiſdewe of his Sende, 
And Sighs, ſighs he not for his Sele? 
When how religions / anda tear let fall, 
3 — ofepb': funerall, 
Ablolon , Iſaac 
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Who flew all theſethen ? Nn 
Of forreign ſtranger, not the dine command 
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Of the Theeve's Captain, where the riddle*s th 

ö this 
Our laws obey, and rape obedience Wa 
No death on — 
He tra vek and hes, bat 

Thus have we ſeen the Pearl or Diamond ſtone 
(Brought to.thecooker, from the hotter Zone) 
Eſcape the threats of th Rocks, and th Occans forme, 
And yet in th Harbour hayebeen loſt at home : 
Having paſt the Pyrats, and the watry way, 

Made, or the Cuſtomers, or the Thames his prey 

Is this the welcotne thy return'd Natives ha ve d 


O England entertamment in 
When Steeg for Silt 8 
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t no home for them, but their longeſt Home ? 


Fame calls thee Ede if thou a C be, 


Thus cruell art thou, and like to be, yerHe 
— entio RR 
In thee be dy d, but to thy Sinsand fears, 
Thy Crown's of C bea Lal wears 
Herefis in Peace ſecured em thy barmes, | 
Hear glad tele but hou Alarms 
ve and Heaven's hi ut | 
Ho dere _ rke,whulft chat che floud 
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HER. 11.17. 
By Faith AzrAanam when bee was 
tryed , offered up Is a a c. 


lis Chapter after a briefe yet full de- 
* 5 | ſcription , preſents us with a large and 
1. 


ſingular commendation of the grace of 
faith , the excellencie of this vertue is 
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demonſtrated by the efficacic , that in + 
* its powerfull swe may behold its 
Divine nature. Peruſe the Chapter, and you ſhall find 
her honoured as the mother of many graces, the ſpring 
B wn 
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of choyceduries; yea, the worker of ſtrange Miracles. 
The truth of all which our Apoſtle illuſtrates by 
various examples, ſince — — doctrines de- 
clare what faith can doe, yet plain examples ſhew what 
faith hath done: amongſt many others wee have the 
preſident of Abraham, chiefe of the Patriarks, and fa- 
ther of the fairhtull ſer betore us: if you caſt your 
eyes upon the 8 verſe, you ſhall there finde an eminent 
inſtanceof his faith, When he was called to goe out into 4 
place which he ſhould after receive for inhernance, obey- 
ing, and be went out not knowing whither he went; no 
eaſie marter, doubtleſſe, for a man to part with his 
friends and live among ſtrangers , to let goe his preſent 
poſſeſſions for uncertain enjoyments , and become a 
voluntary exile from his own Couutrey; ſence detides 
it, reaſon contemns it, but faith obeys it: nor doth his 
faith ſtay here, behold in the Text à harder task impo- 
{ed upon, and performed by him; that was to leave his 
Countrey , this was to loſe his Iſaac : that was to ſo- 
journ in a ſtrange Land, this to commit a ſtrange act: 
chat to forſake his fathers houſe , this to forgoe his ſons 
life: in that he ſayled againſt the winde, in this againſt 
the winde and tyde: but the ſtrength of faith carryed 
him 22 enabling him to leave his counttey when 
called; and to offer his Iſaac when tryed. 
By faith Abraham, c. 

In the words we have theſe three obſervables; 

A ſingular fact performed by Abrabam, He offe- 
red up Iſaas. 

_ ſpeciall occafion moving him to it, when he was 
trye 


3 A powerfull cauſe enabling , and that was his 
Faith. 


Or 


Faiths victory over Nature. 


Or if you pleaſe to take the words in theit naturall 

order, obſerve, 

1 An act of Gods wiſdome, to wit, the tryall of 
Abraham. 

2 An act of Abrahams obedience in offering up 
Iſaac. 

3 Theprinciple inclining him to perform his obedi- 
ence, in reference to divine tryall, and that was his 
Faith. 

Once more we have here conſiderable, 

I ty ſtate po omar to _ — was 

expoled, to wit, of temptation, When he was tryed. 
_ ſutable — under that — in o- 
bedience to that tryall, he offered up Iſaac. 

3 The true ground of that obedient behaviour, to 
wit, hs faith. According to each of theſe there are 
three aſſertions our A op downin the words. 

That Abraham was tryed, t — tryed he offered 

Iſaac, that it was by faith he offered him up : and of 

e in order. 

1 The ſtate of temptation, to which Abraham was 
expoſed when he was tryed, St. Auftine ſpeaking of the 
life of man tells us, Tora vita humana tentatio eft, every 
mans life but much more the Saints is a continued try- 
all, no day paſſeth over his head without ſome clouds, 
and whiles he is in the ſea of this world waves continu- 
ally daſh upon him, but yet there are ſome dayes in the 
Calendar of his life which deſerve, Nigro carbone nota- 
ri ; tobe marked with a black coale as more cloudy 
then others there are ſome ſtorms wherein the waves 
rage more vehemently, ſome times in which the Saint 
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oneour Apoſtle here ſpeaketh, When he was 2 

Queſt. . But by whom is it that Abraham was tryed * 
Anſw. The Hebrews have a tradition thai the Devill ap- 
peared to him in an angelicall forme, and by many ar- 
gumentsdiſwaded him from ſacrificing his fon, as be- 
ing an unnaturalland impious act, contrary to the law of 
God and nature; nor is it improbable, that then the De- 
vill was very buſie with Abraham by temptation to 
withdraw him from obedience to Gods comtnand, 
though the conceit of his viſible Ing to him is 
altogether uncertaine; but this triall whereof my text 
ſpeaks, is daubtleis to be referred unto God him- 
Cit: for ſo we finde it plaialy mentioned inthe hiſto- 
ry, God tempted Abraham : Geneſ.22.1. nor doe Moſes 
and Saint F«wes herein contradict each other, when 
Aliter Deus the ane faych 3 God ed Abraham 5 and the other 
tentat, aliter Chap.1.1 . Godtempieth nos max, but rather we muſt 
— diſtinguiſh of a double temation, the one probationis, 
/uoruat, Dew the other ſeductionu, the one meetly of tryall fot our 
bent at at cors- good, the other of enticement for our hurt; this latter 
wt. Ambrol Cannot agrer to the pure and holy God, but is the De- 
vils work, who goes about ſecking to inſnare and de- 
voure the former: as it ſtains not purity, ſo it 
ſures well with his wiſdome, which oft times puts him 
upon making experiments of his ſervants, as here he 

did of 2 3 3 
One ſt. 2. But tor what end, may ſome ſay, doth God t 
Ea and try his peoole? : . IS 
tuo. © Tankwer, for this double end. 

1 Panly to diſcloſe theis cortuptions, and diſco- 
vet thoſe fins which were lurking in the heart: It is a 
common ſaying, Megifkratus j Virun, W 
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that were good while confined to privacie, have proved 
licentious, when advanced to Magiſtracic, it's as true 
of uyals, wherein oft times, there is an eruption of 
of that corruption which one would not have imagined 
had lodged in their breſts , for this end God proved 


Hezckiah,that the pride of his heart might appear, and » chron. 32. 
the Iſraelites to humble them under the ſence of thoſe 3'- 


Deur,$.2, 


corruptions which tryals manifeſted to be in them. 
But, 

2 Chiefly the end of tryall is a diſcovery of our 
graces, both their truth, and ſtrength, their — and 
meaſure. Tryalls ſhew — — our confi- 
dence, the breadth of our patience, the height of our 
love, andthe! of our perſeverance, obſerve but 
this tryall of Abraham, and you ſhall find what. a many 
graces here was tryed and diſcovered: namely, 

His faith , wherher he would depend upon Gods, 
Promiſe above, againſt reaſon. 

His obedience, whether he would yeild to Gods 


commandagainſt nature. 

His love, whether his aſſection was more enlarged 
toward his ſon or his God. 

Finally, his feare , whether he did reverentially ac- 
knowledgeand ſtand inawe of Divine Sovereingry the 
truth is, Apperet Virtue ar gm mals : ſtars ſhine 
bright in the darkeſt nights, graces are manifeſt inthe 
ſharpeſt eryall ; and for this end that our graces may ap- 
peare, wearetryed, and they arc exerciſed, 

Bur what need is there that God ſhould for theſe 
ends try his ſervants : Doch he not underſtand there 
thoughes long before, are not boch there ſins and graces 
open in his fight; it is a ſtrange expreſſion which — 

uſet 
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| uſerh concerning himſelfe in this tryall of Abraham, 
' Gen.22-132. Nom know that thou feareſt God. 
What did he not know before who is Omnilcient 7 
yes, doubtleſſe, but we muſt remember, it is uſuall with 
God, Quad homini competit in is tantferri, to apply that 
fe «vr to himſelf which belongs to men, and to ſpeake of 
. ghimſelfe after the manner of men; bur the truth is Gods 
ys T6. A end of tryall is not that he might know but that we and 
1 —— others may know the graces of God that are in us: try- 
' ws 1 2, Als are oſt times publiſhers of concealed vertues, neither 
ua, vas, the patience of Fob, wiſdome of Solomon, or che faith 
Lara Of Abraham, would have been ſo famous had it not 
| Chryſolt, been fort 5. 
Aueſt. 4. But how and by what meanes doth God try his 
ſervants? 

Anſw. Divines anſwer two ways, facti, verbù; by deeds & 
words: by deeds , when ether he ſubſtracts his grace 
from us, leaving us to our ſelves, as he did Hezekiab, 
To try all that was in his heart, or elſe when he brings 
us into ſtraits, & lays upon us afflictions, ſo he was forty 
yeares in leading of the children of Iſrael t h the 
wilderneſſe, to prove them, ſometimes by words and 
commands, which he enjoyns us, ſuch was that com- 
mand which Chriſt gave to the young man in the Go- 

Luke 6.21. U, To ſel all he had, and this which he gave to Abra 
Gen.t2.2. Ham, take thy ſon, and offer him for a burnt offering and 
if you pleaſe to take a ſerious view of this command, 
you ſhall find it was a fore tryall, and that there was a 
probation in this Divine precept : for conſider, 

t Whom doth the command concerne ? not a ſer- 
vant, or a friend, or anallye, but a ſon , and him not an 
adopted, but a naturall ſon: not of many bur an —_ 
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by Saab, one that was the fon of his love, of his hope, 
yea, of his old age; a childe of promiſe, of prayers, nay, 
tears. 

2 What it is that is required? is it to ſend him a far 
off into ſome ſtrange Country :? is it to part with him 
and not ſee his face for ſome yeates? is it to have him 
taken away by death, through ſome viſitation of Gods 
hand: all of theſe would have been ſad tryalls: nay, but 
it is to lay violent hands upon him and cut him off by 
an untimely ſlaughter: but whoſe hands muſt they be, 
may his oy ans yd away to ſome remote place 
out of his ſight and kill hun, or isir — 
by, look on and ſuffer him to be ſlain; no, he himſelf 
muſt offer him up : Abraham muſt not onely have 
his eyes on, but his hands in this bloudy act, he muſt 
— — ſpectator of, but an actor in this dolefull 
Tragedy: the tender father muſt imbrue his hands in 
the bloud of his innocent childe. God had tryed Abra- 
ham before many wayes, calling him to goe out of his 
Countrey, ſuffering that contention between him and 
Let, in the battell he had with the five Kings, in the 
circumciſing of his houſhold , in the caſting out of 
Iſhmael , but all ſhort of this, in ſacrificing of his 
— which Abraham here was put upon, and ous 

* means in thele words, When he was tryed. To 
"IS the Saints of God learn py e 
and prepare tor tryals, let no ſon of Abr hope to 
{cape temptation, when he ſees the boſome in which 
he deſires to reſt, aſſaulted with difficulties , nor muſt 
we onely ſtand in fear of diabolicall ſuggeſtions, but 
in expectance of divine temptation , che truth is, 

try - 
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— are both neceſſary and precious, need full and 
uſefull : Saint Peter joynes both together, Te are in 
heavineſſe, if need be, and the tryall of your faith being 
being much more precious then that of gold the (hake- 
ing of the trees by the winde, the 4 ow of gold into 
the fire , is nor more uſeſull for che ſetling of the one, 
and puritying of the other, than tryals are tor Gods 
ſervants : Nor muſt we onely expect ſingle but ſuc- 
ceſſive tryals, like Fobs Meſſengers, one upon the neck 
of the other: When one woe is paſt look for another to 
come, and that many times on a ſuddain, in matters we 
are leaſt aware of : nor let us onely tor many 
but great and fore tryals , ſuchas will notonly x 
our garments but our hearts, tryals in our neeteſt 
friends, deereſt comforts, the delight of our eyes, joy 
of our hearts, and breath of our noſtrils, ſuch were Jobs, 
in his cattell, the ſupport of his eſtate, his children, the 
fruit of hisloyns, nay, in the wife of his boſome, and 
the ſmiting of his own body : ſuch was Abrahams 
inthe Text, in his near and dear I ſaac. 

2 Since we muſt be tryed , look we to the ſound- 
neſſe of our graces that they be ſuch as willabide try- 
all: paint will melt at the heat, white the naturall com- 
plection remains: droſſe will conſume in the tire while 
the gold grows purer : bad ſtuſſe will ſhrink in the 
wetting, whilſt that which is good rerains irs meaſure : 
finally, the houſe that is built upon the ſand falls down 
at the blowing of the winde, while chat which is built 
upon the rock remains: Seeming grace vaniſhes in the 
times ofrributatzon , onely ttue grace retains its luſtre, 
continues firm, nay, purer in * tryals. And 
ſince wee muſt frreng tryals, look we to the 

ſtrength 
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ſtrength of our ↄraces, If thou faint inthe day of ad- 
ver ſity, thy th is ſmall, faith Solomon, Prov.24.10. 
adverſity t it be a hard tyrant, yet it is a right 
Judge ſpeaking truly what our graces are: Nemo virec 

in pace cog noſcit, no, one knowshis h in peace, 
a ſharp battle calls for courage in the ſouldier , hard 
weather makes the weak body ſhrinke, every cock · hoat 
can ſwim in the river, its the luſty ſhip muſt tle in the 
Ocean; we meet with ſtrong tryalls, we muſt labour for 
ſtrong graces ever remembreing this for our comfort. 
thee Divine wiſdome and goodneſſe will ion 
the tryall to our ſtrength : a skilfull Phyſician in poti- 
ons conſiders the ſtrength of his patient, a wiſe Schol. 
maſter in his leſſons obſerves the ability of his Schol- 
ler, and our gracious God in his tryals remembers what 
wee are and- will lay no heavier burthen on our 
ſhoulders then we are able to beare: that ofthe Apoſtle 
is in this ſence truly applicable; he hath both milk for 
babes, and meat 6 ron men; and it he impoſe ſo 
great a tryall as the ſlayi of aſonit ſhall be upon an 
Abraham that is ſtrong in faith, vigorous in grace, and 
knowerh how to obey ſo ſevere a command which 
leads me to the. 

2 Generall Abrahams — — under 
his tryall, He offered up Iſaac; God puts him upon it, 
and Poſer 8 — ving received an injunction, 

it in execution: He offers up Iſaac, 

But here ſome, perhaps, may tax our Apoſtle as a 
falſe — ſince indeed Iſaac was not of- 
fered up, but a Ram, theanſwer is caſte. I. 

1 offered, that is, Offerre cepit ; hee began Fieri dicicur 


quod tentatup 


to offer him, he had taken his 9G" oil the —_— Seri. Rib. 
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and was come to the mount; being there, he had built 
an altar, laid the wood in order on that altar, bound 
and laid his ſon on that wood, ſtretched forth his hand, 
took the knife to ſlay his ſon; the knife was even at his 
throat, and nothing wanting but the laſt blow to have 
done execution; and ſo on Abrahams part there was no 
deficiency in fulfilling this probatory command of 
God 


2 Heoffered, that is, Yoluntate jugulævit; he offered 
him in his intention and readineſſe of will, Im 
Iſaur, ah animi affectu cenſetur, his ſacrificing of Iſaacis 
reckoned not from the action bur — 
3 He offered him, that is, interpretative abtalit; in 
of Gods account and eſtcem : that which was 
but begun by Abraham is conſummated in Gods fight, 
and his readineſſe to ſacriſice is interpreted as an actu- 
all performance of it, thus Parews upon the text obtalit 
ile holocauſt um, non fatto quidem, ſcd prompta volumate 
& obedremte quam Deus acceptavit , & Seripturacelebr at 
pro fatto, Abrahams willingneſſe to offer his ſon is ac- 
cepted with God, and is recorded in Scripture as if ir 
had been really done: excellently Saint Chryſoftomro 
this purpoſe, ſo far (ſayth he) as concerneil the fathers 
will, he had already imbrued his hands in his ſons 
bloud, and therefore that Father brings in God com- 
mending his ready performance of what he had en- 
joyncd, ov jus «x i ue Gar ele bye 3 bee 
d 74 , Thou didit not ſpare him at my com- 
mand , Ihave ſpared him tot thy obedience, 
Io ſumme up this, it lets us tee the | — 
neſſe of God, who is —— t the 
deed, and accounts what we would doe as if —_ 
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doneit j hen v e perform any duty, it is not quid facts, 
burqes ani, what we doc, but with what minde we 
doe1t; andas the action is never accepted without the 
affection, ſo ſomtitues the affection is regarded with. 
our the action: —— is, _ Godaffords ability, and 
gives oportunity, he expects the exprefſion of our will 
by che/execution of the act, bur pers be denyed 
{as here God lent his A to ſtay Abrahams hand, 
and many times he is pleaſed to withhold enablements 
to good duties) then he meicifully accepts our intenti- 
on and endeavour, in this ſence a man may be 

— 


more charitable then the _ > 

Saviourco ing the widow; Yerily thi widow Mark t a. 

hath caſt — all they that — caſt — trea- | 

wry : more for the manner, leſſe for the matter, 

not ſo much, yet with more c and ſo it was 

more in Gods eſtimation. In this regard a man that dieth 

in his bed, may yer be a Martyr in divine account, not 

pere hut volunt ares reall ſuffering but e willing 

cs to lay down his life if God had called him to it: fi- 

nully, by chis means it is, we tulfil that command of our 

Saviour in taking wp the criſſe daily, that is, ſemper gab 

aninum here paratum, being in a daily readineſſe to 

beare whatſoever crofle it ſhall ſeem good to Divine 

witdome to inflict upon us. 

It is that which may yield abundant comfort to weak 71/ſe. 

Saints, and tender — who are oft times ſadly 

— — at the non performance ot thoſe duties, the 

whereof is cauſed, not through want of will 

but ſurely what the Apoſtle ſayth, in the point * Od. s. 

of charity, is true in regard of all other ſervices. f 

there be 21 4 willing minde, it is accepted — 
C 2 that 
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that 4 man hath, mot. according to that a man hath not. 1 
would not have prophane careleſſe finners | 
themſelves from this comfortable Doctrine, whopre- 
tend rogood delires, whilſt they improve not the o- 
— and ability God puts into theit hands of do- 
ing good, and which is worle, pleaſe themſelves in the 
vain excuſe of their good meanings, whilſt they impe- 
nitently go on in evill ways; ſuch laſie defires will be 
no ſufficient plea at Gods bar, and they will finde that 
uſuall maxime true, too late, Hell is full of good wiſhes, 
Heaven of good works. But as tor weak Chriſtns, who 
doe what they can, and would doe what they cannor, 
let them rake comfort in this meditation, that the ſyn- 
cerity of their intention ſhall be regarded, and rewar- 
ded by God. It was the complaint of holy Paul, con- 
*-».7-48,'9. cerning himſclic, When I would doe good evil i preſent 
| with me, ſo that the good I would doe I doe nat, and the 
would not doc, that I doe : and ſurely if he, well 
may we have cauſe of raking up the ſame c | 
bur though we complain, yet let us not defpair;z it is 
obſortable what 2 candid interpretation. ou Saviou 
males of his Diſtiples ſleep in the midſt of his agony, 
| cxculing it as a fault arifing only from the weakneſſe of 
Matti26.41. their fleſh, not defect of their will; the ſpirit. indeed 4 
willing, but the fleſh is weak , and it is his — 
miſe not to quench the ſmoaking flax, not break the brut- 
ſed reed : know then, oh thou dejected ſoul; 
thou canſt offer nothing to God but a Turtle, that is, 
gemituns a ſound of {orrow that thou canſt do no better, 
or a pair of Pigeons that is well withing, a deſire to do 
good, God will accept and account of thy wall as the 
work it was ſo with Abrabam, whoſe recall * 
| 0 
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of offering was eſteemed and is regiſtred as an actual! 
execution He offered up Iſaac, to let this goe. | 
That which is principally obſervable in theſe 
words, is the nature and ſtrength of Abrahams obedi- 
ence, God impoſes a ſtrange command upon him, he 
| — not, delayes not his obedience, he doth not 
C t with fleſh and blond , harkens not ro-narurall 
affection, acquaints not the wife of his boſome with 
| his intention, but obſequiouſly follows divine injun- 
ction, he well knew, that though he were Iſaacs fa- 
ther, yet he was Gods ſervant, and though his loveas 
a father would have diverted him from the mer, 
et his duty as a ſervant engaged him to the ſacritice ot 
| is fon: his ſon was dear to him, but his God was 
deauer ; affection was ſtrong in hun, but grace was 
ſtronger; ri» h prarws og v nel e r - 
Ne rend N Wenne . dotrere t lice Caſts. awa 
All naturall, and embraceth diu ine love; he tramplet 
uon ſatberly bowels, and æeſiſts not his Fathers call. 
Thus he became obedient, though againſt his ill, yet 


o . 


with his wil, in the ſactiſice of his Son, one wil ſac tiſi- 

ced anocher, his ſpirituall will to ſerve his God, over- 
| came — natutall = _ — — ſo hee ſet 

upon this ungaturall work: | Ac. 

' One — OngtreB. reyall; ſo 
| harſhacommand Abraharntlrough Guilty miphtibave 
| replyed againſt God, itino Ring as thoſe tac · 

lites did upona leſſe gcaſip w wahted,toed, 

Would God wee bad dygd I fly K. 
fech and bloud would have rhei Ahe 
| like expteſſions. Mf, Fer hh ihonnrecke anc work 
thy gift, that ſo ſoontbyu dc ine thy 4y arm dm 
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eft me tothrow him away , would thos never hadft beſt ou 
ed a ſou upon me, rather then ſs fodarnly to ſnatch hits 
from me * why diaſt thou make me à father, if now I muff 

ome 4 murtherer of my childe ? far better I had been 
childleſſe, then now to make my ſelfe ſo. But fat be ſuch 
thoughts from Abraham, whohad learned this ſacred 
leſſon, not to murmut but to obey, had it been any but 
an Abraham, he would doubtleſſe have returned an ex- 
cuſe and ſaid (to uſe Naamam words) In thu the Lord 
pardon his ſervant , any thing but my Iſaac, thou ſhalt 
command, him 1 cannot, know not how to part with, how- 
ever it might ſeem no motechen juſt tor Aorahom in this 
caſe to expoſtulate with God in theſe or the like words. 
Deth the God of mercie delight in cruelty, and piety is ſelf 
command murther ? will juſtice require the — of 
an immoc eme, and canſt t hau is equity de fire the i lau bf the 
gurlileſſe? or if thow wilt needs have an humane ſacri- 
ice, us none but I ſaac fit for thine Altar, and muſt none 
offer him but Abraham * Shall theſe hands deftrvy the 
Puit of oxy loyns ? muſt I that was the inſlrumen of bis 
2 came the m of hit death i Can not I' be fam h. 

ul wnto thee, us leſſe I be anniturall to my childe 7 

did I ſo long wayt for im f Why didft then at Lift beſtoro 
him, if 1-wyuſt row pars with him? How ſhall I look 
— —— —— aim her ſon © How will 
pe M,, g bl yevnetry, and ſay; there goes 
the man who cut the tl of his own For s 7 But Abra- 
bams.obediencetad'taug he him better, not to diſpute 


cube de ch ear him an ing Gods com- 
__ bet yo jorge — terms: Bleſſed 
vun rene be 'in my dye! — art mare 


true, 
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rue, he is my fon, but thow art my God, to we it will prove 
« bitter loſſe, I, but 18 thee it will become a ſweet ſacrifice , 
what t houg h my wife may blame me, yet thou commandeſt 
me? better ſbee call me « bloudy hnihand, then thou an un. 


dutifull ſervant ? What though the world accuſe me of 


cruelty, yet thou requireſt it as a duty? better 1 be in their 
eyes an unnaturall father , then in thine an ungracious 
ſon + were he ten thouſand Iſaacs, I dare not, I will not 
ſpare hum, but am ready, though againſt my own , to doe 
thy will Gd. But here a farther doubt may be mo- 
ved, how Abraham, though he would, could offer 
Ifaac : Abraham was old and teeble, Iſaa young and 
luſty , though one had a command of offering, yet the 
other none of ſuffering , and the law of nature would 
teach Iſaæ to endeavour the preſervation of his life, 
though a father came to rake it from him. Tothis Di- 
vines anſwer, that Iſaac being religiouſly educated, and 
no doubt, by his father, ſufficiently mad of Gods 
will in this particular, ſubmitted himſelfe to be offered 
up. Surable to this purpoſe is that of Saint Chryſoſtome, 
tene igurls 3 Loads wi wary ire A dN ad by t 
Bear Iſaac =_ himſelf to his Father, as freely as 
Abraham gave him to God: Whom ſhould I firſt ad- 
mire, to whom ſhall I givethe greateſt honour, the ten- 
der father that offered his ſon: or the obedient ſon ſub- 
mitting to his father, even to the death: thus there was 
the ſame minde, the like aflection boch in Abraham and 
Iſaac; ſo that the courage of the Father ſeemed to be 
tranſplanted into the fon, and the innocency of the ſon; 
not wanting unto the father: that golden - mouthed 
Oratour illuſtrated this, whileſt hee fitly bringeth in 
Abraham, chus be- ſpeaking his ſon; Suffer me,s my 2 

uffer 


- 
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fer me to. perform the command of my Cod, that God 
hte) 11 441 or thee ; ber tht eve thee , (eeks 
thee : he that created thee, deſires thow ſhouldeſt be ſacri- 
ficedto him { thou wilt be a ſacrifice, ſo much the more ac- 
ceptable : by how much the more willingly thou emtertain- 
# the gloriow benefits of death : and then Iſaac ſweet- 
ly complying with his fathers deſire. My father, per- 
orm what thou art commanded , doe the of fice thou art en- 
jeyned, I reſiſt not, refuſe not : what thou wilt I will, wha 
thou deſireſt, 1 ſubmit to, and with the ſame readineſſe 1 
embrace death , as 1 know thou deeſt by Gods command in- 
fli it. See here a rare patterne of obedience to pa- 
rents in Iſaac, who ſuffered Abraham, to God in Abra- 
ham , who offered up Iſaac. This latter is eſpecially 
preſeated inthe Text, and ought principally to be imi- 
tated by us, and though we cannot attain , yet let us a- 
ſpire to that height of obedience which 4 — 
Lized: indeed, herein is the tryall of our ſubmiſſion, 
when in things contrary to our nature, contradictory to 
our deſires, croſſe to our reaſon, we can obey God; it 
is che aggravation of diſobedience in eaſie precepts to 
rebell, it is the commendation of obedience in diffi- 
cult commands to ſubmit, to obey God in what ſuites 
with our temper is not praiſe worthy , but then to 
yield when nature andreafon oppoſe is moſt laudable. 
Indeed, hic labor, hoc opus; to ſtrive againſt the ſtream, 
row againſt the ryde , goagainſt the haire, act — 
the dictates of our own naturall and carnall affections 
. difficulty : and wirhall the excellencie of obe- 
©, | 

Tocloſe up this in a three-fold ſpeciall application: 

1 Though God call not upon us to offer om 
ons, 
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fons , yet hee requires us to offer up our ſinnes, 
there is none of us bur in this ſence hath an 1ſazc, a 
dilettum delictum, ome darling luſt, boſome co rrupti. 
on, which he expects we ſhould part with at his call; 
but alas how far ſhort are we of this Patriark 2 he offe- 
red upadurifull Iſaa, we will not facritice a rebellious 
luſt; he ata ſinglecommand went about the work, we 
negle& after many precepts, often intreaties and fre- 
quent threatnings; he role early in the morning to ſlay 
his ſon, we make it our evening facrifice , = ſcarce 
thinke of mortifying our luſts, till death is ready to 
kill us; finally, he would have facrific'd his ſon, in 
whom all Nations were to be bleſt , we will not ſlay 
our ſins which otherwiſe will make us for ever curſt , 
bur ò ſinner, how long wilt thou hug that in thy bo- 
ſome which is Gods hate and will be thy ruine, think 
thou heareſt a voice from heaven once more be · ſpeak 
thee as God did Abraham, Take now thine Iſaac whom 
thou loveſt, thy ſin wherein thou delighteſt , and offer it 
7 to me for Sacrifice or as Chriſt did the Jews: 45 


or my enemies (thy luſts, which would not that I ſhould Oe 


reign over them, bring them hither and ſlay them before 
me. O then delay nor, conſult not, neglect not, bur 
while it is called to day, binde thy corruptions on the 
Altar of the Law, take the knife of Gods Word in thy 
hand, and cut the throat ot thy ſins, that they may be- 
come a ſweet ſmellin ifice in Gods noſtrils, and 
thou an amiable Prieſt in hiseyes. 

2 Though God do not call us as he did Abraham, 
to offer up our children, yet he ſomtimes requires us 
to neglect both children and parents, and all naturall 
relations for his ſake, and — a caſe, _ 

e 
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eſt impium eſſe pro Domino, it is piety towards God, to 
a _—_— our frienc's, our bleſſed Saviour hath 
told us, He that loveth father or mother more then me, 
i not worthy of me, and he that lovah ſon or daughter 
more then me, ij not worthy of me, Mat. 10.37, Another 
Evangeliſt uſerh a more harſh expreſſion, He that com- 
meth to me and hateth not all theſe : ſtrange that love i 
ſelfe ſhould require hatred, but yer juſt, not in an ab- 
ſolute but comparative ſence, we muſt not love father 
or mother more then him, yea, when their deſires come 
in competition with his will , we muſt hate them for 
hun, we mult ſay as Levi, neſcio vos, I know you not, 
or with Chriſt to his mother, quid mihi tecum ? we- 
man, what have F io do with thee ? trampling under 
foot all naturall relations, which would hinder us from 
obedience to divine injunctions. It was a pious (though 
erroneous ſpitit that in the breaſt of Sir Thamas 


Moor,once C of chis — — who 
regarded not the prayers, nay tears, of his wite, 
hen ſhee perſwaded lum with the forfeicure of his 
conſcience to endeavour thereſtauration of his liberty, 
let us fol lo his pattern, that no reſpect either to wives 
or children may withdraw us from the performance 
vt our duties to God, 

3 Finally, though God doe not call us to offer up our 
duldten, yet many times he calls to us to part with 
the; though not to ſacrifice them with our own hands, 
yet to reſigne them up to his diſpoſe; oh let us learn 
by Alralams example, cheatfully to give upour deareſt 


ccunforts to that God who hath given them unto us, 


he was willing to an tit, fo tar obedient as himſelie 
to offer his ſan, ſhall not we be coment with au f- 
| lit 
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* 
— — 


„ r mw T3 


Faiths victory over Nature. 19 


— = — —— 


lu, that God ſhould take away wife or children, cr any 
enjoyment from us, : good old Eli, when acquainted 
by Samuel with Gods ſevere intentions againſt hint. 
ſelfe, his ſons, his family, firs down park, and ſayes 
ſubmiſbvely, Dominus eſt „It © the Lord, let him doe Sam. z 
what it ſeems good in hu fight. Holy Job, when infor- 
med by ſeverall meſſengers of the loſle of his Oxen by 
the Saveans, of his Camels by the Caideans, of his 
Sheep and ſervants by a fire from God, of his 
ſons and daughters by a winde from the wilderneſſe, 
worſhiped, ſaying, Dominus dedit, The Lord gives, and ih . 
the Lard bath taken away, bleſſed be the name of the Lord. 
Oh let us write after theſe copies, and what we daily 
pray for,cheerfully, ſubmit unto, that the will of the 
d may be done, let all parents ſay, to uſe the Pro- 
phets words, though in another caſe, Behold, I and the 
children whom tho, 6 Lord, haſt given me, are at thy 
drſpoſe, doe with me and mine as it pleaſeth thee , And 
that we may attein this gracious frame of ſpirit, let us 
take notice of, and ſtrive after that grace of faith where- 
in Abraham excelled, and by which he was enabled to 
ſo difficult a work: which leads me to the 
3 Generall, namely, the true ground of Abrahams 
obedient behaviour in thoſe words by faith, indeed no- 
thing but faith could enable him to quit himſelfe in ſo 
— a tryall. Ideny not but even Heathens have ſacri- 
ced themſelves and theirchildren unto death, but up- 
on what grounds? for the moſt part affection of vain 
glory, at che beſt, but love of their Countrey, was that 
which bereaved them of their lives, Abrahams offering 
his Iſaac was upon another ground, in a religious ob- 
— divine precept, to which nothing but faith 
D 2 could 
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could enable: the truth is, if we rightly weigh this 
act of Abraham, we ſhall finde there was great need of 
faich to unlock the difficulties, ſilence the reaſonings, & 
anſwer the doubts which could not bur ati ſe in his ſpitit. 
There was a double objection which this Patriark 
might make againſt offering up his ſon, to both which 
only faith could give an anſwer. 
Ihe one in reference to the comand which God gave. 
The other in reſpect of the promiſe which God made. 
1 Beſides the Law of nature God hath given an ex- 
preſle command, Thow ſbalt not kill , and well might 


Abraham ar of 7 muſt not kill any man , much leſſe 
my ſon, ſurely God is either contrary to himſcife , or elſe 
f us bloudy prec came not from hum, but u a meer 


fion of the Devill , but here faith ſteps in, unfolds the 
riddle, aſſures Abraham it was no other then God who 
had given this in charge, that he is an abſolute illimited 
commander, and therefore might enjoyn what he plea- 
led, chat he is ſovereigne Lord of his own Law, and 
therefore may diſpence with it when he will, thus ſi- 
lencing this objedion by faith he offers up Iſaac , and it 
is a rule weareto take notice of, that where Gods com- 
mands ſeem or doe really claſh one againſt another, the 
leſſer mult give way to the greater, and ordinary to 
extraordinary precepts, the ten Comandements are the 
enerall rule of ourlife,. yer if a ſpeciall intervene as 
xcre did to Abraham , faith gives that the prehe- 
minence, 
2 Another objection might well ariſe from Gods 
promiſe God hath aſſured Abraham of an innumerable 
ſeed, as the ſtars of heaven, and the ſands on the ſeg 


-, Caf hore , all theſe to come out of Iſaacs loynes, and 


yer 
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yet God commands that 1/azc ſhould be ſlain. Might 
not Abraham well have reaſoned thus. What, Lord;are 
thy decrees changable , or — promiſe failable ? how can 
theſe two ſtand together, Iſaac fhall be a father of many 
nations, and yet he muſt dye by bus fathers hands ? what 
fruit is tobe expected from a dry root , or what hopes can 
there be in a dead Iſaac :? the truth is to ſenſe and reaſon, 
there is a manifeſt contrariety between his precept and 
his iſe , neyther of theſe eyes can ſee how God 
ſhould Fulfill what hee had promiſed if Abraham per- 
form'd what he required, but faith hatha piercing ſight, 
lo, ſhe ſteps in, untyes the knot, and thus beſpeaks 
Abraham : Feare not Abraham to ſacrifice thy ſon, hee 
that commands thee to kill him, wants not power to quicken 
him; the ſame hand which raiſcd him from the dead 
wombe of Sarah, can revive him from the aſhes of a ſa- 
erifice, thow gotteft thy Iſaac by believing , thow ſhalt nor 
loſe him by obeying. Now faith hath got the day, ob- 
reined the vi What cruelty doth in others, that 
faith did in Abraham, makes him not to be moved at the 
ſtrangeneſſe of the fact, God knew he had to do with an 
Abraham, and therefore puts upon him ſuch a comand; 
Abraham knew he had to do with a God, and therefore 
believes what he commands is good: and what he pro- 
miſeth is infallible. Thus being careleſſe of the means, 
not doubting of the end, he ſets upon the work, ana ly 
faith offers up Iſaac. 
Briefly , faith wrought in Abraham a double eſſect 
whichinclined him to offer up Iſaac. 
The one'a dependance on Gods power. 
a Lin other {\ = iſſive to _ will. 
- Theone confidence on Gods truth in m_— 
F he 


— 
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The others reverence of Gods Majeſty in com- 
manding. | 

In regard of the promiſe it aſſured him God was a- 
ble to raiſe up Iſaac the dead, as it is Ferſe 19th 
that notwithſtanding all ſeeming contrarictics , and 
though hee ſaw no way of accompliſhmenc, divine 
power could act above, againſt means, and ſo he belie- 
veth aboveand d hope. 

In reference to his command, it perſwaderh him this 
was Gods will to which he maſt ſubſc ribe, that the Al- 
mighty was his ſoveteigne Lord to diſpoſe of him and 
his — hee pleaſed , and therefore ought to be 

ed. 
"7 ing confident of Gods ability and fidelity in 
is word, being reſolved to exalt Gods 


— hisown, hee readily his duty, 
I rroed, off ered wp Iaac. 
To ſhut ir up in a btiet application . 


prize the worth, and endeavour for the grouth of this 
grace of faith, we kno not what tryals God may call 
us, but, alaſſe, how fha}b voc bea them if not ſupported 
by ſaith ir taxth1s the only — to reſiſt 
temptations, and the beſt ſtafſe ro hold us up under di- 
vine tryals: this grace of faith , as it is of < | 
worth, ſo of univerſal uſe, in proſperity it teacheth us 
how to uſe comforrs, inadveriity ; how to want them, 
without this: we can neither do what is enjoyned, nor 
beate c hat is inflicted: oh then let our cate be with all 
our gertings to get faich, and not only toget but ſtreng- 
then faith, ſince its ſtrong faith gives us ſtrong ſupport 
in ſtrong tryals; and in particular , that wee may _— 
Abra- 
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Abrahem , in ſome {ence offer up our i ſuac, teſigne our 
+ children, yeaall carthly comforts with cheertulnefle, 
when hetryes us in them, and calls for them from us, 
let us pray with the Apoſtles, Lord, increaſe aur faith, 
true it is, a narurall man when he (ces there is no poſſi- 
bility of enjoyment, may be contented to want, juſt 
like 3 man who in apparent danger of the ſhip , with a 
nilling willingneſſe and mixt conſent caſts his 
into the Sea; but its only the believing Saint who 
makes a free and full reſignation of himſelf, and com- 
forts into Gods hand. There is 2 four-fold enablement 
which faich —— to = difficult duty of offe- 
ing up our Iſaa, parting with our deareſt comforts 
when God calls. 

1 Irac 
reaches the ſoul ro ay, my ſtare, my friends, my chil- 
dren, my felt are not 22 who may dec 
with bis own what he will. 

2 It conſeſſeth the inconſtancy of all worldy en- 
lets us ſee upon hat uncertainterms we 
hold creature<omtorrs, being only tenants at the will 
of the Lord, of whatſoever we e: thus it learns 
thoſe that buy to be as that poſſeſſed not, — as theſe 
rejazced a; and thoſe e wives and children, as 
thengh they had none , continually expecting to be be- 
reaved — 0 * 3 

3 It aſſures us of great obedientiall ſub- 
miſhan, and that there is no hf is g ing up all to 
God, its good for mee to enjoy this c ſayth 


ſenſe, its bettet to part with it, faith faith, ſince there 
—— to teten cumtort then in a faichfull 
care- 
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careleſneſſe to ſurrender it up to God , witneſſe 4. 
braham in the text, hee and God ſpares his 
Iſaac. 

* It convinces us of Gods All- ſufficiencie, preſents 
him to —— — fi all loſſes 
to be made up in him alone: w (w e can be 


ſuckt out of any or all the creatures below, that, and 
more doth faith finde in the God above, as once Briſes 
ſaid ro Achilles, 


Tu Dominus, tu vir, tw mihi frater ern. 


Thouart Lord, brother, husband, children, all to me. 
Thus will faith draw ſtrength from Cod to ſupport us 


under, and carry us through the ſaddeſt tryals. That 


therefore we may anſwer when Godcalls, obey when 


' he commands, refigne when he requires, and be found 


blameleſſe in the day of tryall: let our care be in all 


exigencies to quicken faith, ſo ſhall wee walke in the 
evsof faichfull 


Abr abam now, and after the cheertull 
nceof tryals for a time, we ſhall reſt in the bo- 


ſome of Abrabam forever, finding that gracious 
miſc fully verified, Bleſſed « 2 


temptation, for when he in he ſball recerve the crown 


of life, which the hath promiſed to them that 
love him, 

To end all, with one word of advice to youthe father 
of this ſon, whom God hath pleaſed in mercy (1 hope) 
to take away; I may God hath bereav 
you of your 1ſaac, one who had learnt with 1ſasc obe- 
dience to you, — 6.” © 
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— — | 
when grown up in years , ( ſince it too often falls out 

— — doner to know themſelves, but they 
forget their parents) one in whom you had much com- 
fort, on whom you had placed ſingular affection, of 

whom youand all that knew him, had great his 

naturall endowments , ingenuous education, skill in 

variety of Languages; modeſt and civill behaviour, 

promiſing in future time abundant fruit: but this tree 

God cur downe berimes, and in charity (we may 

hope) tranſplanted to his own paradiſe, bur, eſſe. 

itis no ſmall loſſe to the Garden of your Family, and 

cannot but bea ſore of your patience, that 

tore you 5 ed, look on Abraham, and let 

his practice the matter of your imication your triall, 

in a double reſpect falls ſhorr of his, his was an only 

— — hee was to be execu- 

tioner of his own ſon, but it is divine providence which 

by a fad accident haſtened your ſons death; ſince then 

your loſſe is leſſe then his: let your ſubmiſſion be e- 

quall wich his, and if you cannot keep even pace with 

hun, yet be ſure to him in thoſe ſteps of faith 

and obedience, which he took, remember your ſon is 

not awiſſus but premiſſes , loſt bur ſent before you 

lawns wr — Sn inthe 

meantime, think that God faith to you, as Elkansfaid 

to Hannah, why weepeſt thou , and why © thy heart grie- 1 Sam. 1.4, | 

ved, am not I better ts thee than ten ſons G then let 
race over-rule nature, faith ſuppreſſe paſſion : and | 

though you cannot bur ſhew your ſelf a tender father 

towards him, yet ſtillbchave your ſelf as a ſon of 4. 

braham, who by faith when be was tryed offered up Iſaac... 
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